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The Challenger  

Friends: 

 Our church is now in the season of Advent. in a spiritual way, we 

are preparing our hearts to ponder God’s visit to us that happened a long 

time ago in Bethlehem. In the quiet still of the night, absent of any media 

outlets issuing a “Breaking News” story, God became incarnate in a child 

who was given the name “Jesus”; which means ‘the Lord saves.’ Jesus’ 

birth did not happen among media frenzy or pomp and circumstance. 

Quite the opposite, really. Because there was ‘no place at the inn’, Mary 

and Joseph took lodging in a place where animals were kept. Mary 

wrapped the child in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger (a 

trough were animals feed.) In utter humility and poverty, God breaks into our world. 

 It is good to remember that in the midst of all the hoopla and glittering lights of this season, the 

greatest gift we receive comes not in packages with pretty ribbons and beautiful bows.  The greatest gift of 

Christmas comes as Emmanuel (God with us) – that God became flesh and dwelt among us.    

 I invite everyone to join us for worship this holy season. Below is a schedule of the Advent/

Christmas Season here at Glyndon.    

 

Grace and Peace,  

Gary  

Advent & Christmas Services  

 November 30, 2025    First Sunday of Advent  

Sermon Title:  “Preparing for the Unexpected” Matthew 24:36-44 

December 7, 2025   Second Sunday of Advent 

Vespers – Children’s Christmas Program  

December 14, 2025    Third Sunday of Advent 

Sermon Title: “Putting Christ Back Into Christmas” Matthew 11:2-11 

December 21, 2025     Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Sermon Title: “Joseph – An Unsung Hero” Matthew 1:18-25 

December 24, 2025    Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7:00 pm 

Sermon Title   “Hidden in Plain Sight” Luke 2:1-7 

Special Music provided by the Chancel Choir and Robbie Dittmar 

December 28, 2025 – 1st Sunday after Christmas  

Hymn Sing – led by Kathy Anderson, Organist/Choir Director  
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Announcements/Events 
Help For Our Special Family in Great Need 
- Our Special Family has continued to receive our help periodically through the year. Currently, 
they are in urgent need, due to the very serious health problems of two adults.  
- The adult granddaughter suddenly finds herself caring for 6 or 7 children, and 2 seriously ill 
adults, one hospitalized for cancer treatment.   
- They need food donations and gift cards for many essentials. Gift cards from Weis, Giant, Food 
Lion, Walmart, and Target would help them greatly in their time of crisis. 
- We ask that donations of food and gift cards begin immediately and continue through the Christ-
mas season. Food donations can be placed in the containers in the lobby, and gift cards can be 
dropped in the locked black box on the wall opposite the church office. 
- For more information, please refer to the yellow flyers on the table and on the bulletin board in 
the lobby. Thank you very much! 
 
 
A Special Glyndon Tradition 
Please plan to join our church family on Sunday, December 7th at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary 
when the children and youth of Glyndon Church will present their traditional Christmas  
Vespers Program. This presentation is always a meaningful way to begin the Advent season. 
The program will be followed by a time of fellowship and refreshments in Dew Hall. The young 
people of Glyndon Church have been working hard to prepare for this event. Please come and  
enjoy their special gift to our congregation. 
 
 
Christmas Cookie Exchange/Cookie Tasting 
Come join us on Sunday, December 14, 2025 at 11:15 am in Dew Hall for the very first GUMC 
Christmas Cookie Exchange/Cookie Tasting. For those who would like to participate in the Cookie 
Exchange, please bring 4 dozen of your favorite festive holiday treats and a container in which to 
take cookies home. For those looking for some wonderful fellowship and tasty treats, please come 
and enjoy a cup of hot cider and some delicious holiday favorites. Please sign up in the lobby 
to participate. Please contact Julie Warehime at (410) 259-0957 
or julie.warehime@gmail.com with any questions. 
 
 
Annual Men’s Community Advent Communion Breakfast 

Men of all ages: Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 14, 2025, from 7:00 to 8:30 
a.m. for our annual Advent Communion Breakfast at Glyndon UMC for men from all churches in 
the area. This event is being organized by the men of Glyndon UMC in conjunction with the 
Reisterstown Kiwanis Club. We will enjoy a hearty breakfast prepared by the men of Glyndon 
UMC and sing some traditional Christmas hymns. There will be a short meditation and commun-
ion. A free will offering will be taken. In addition, we are asking everyone to bring a canned good 
for community families in need. It is always a great time of fellowship to kick off the Advent sea-
son, so please plan to attend and invite your family and friends. Please RSVP to Gary Beck at 443-
250-1243 or garybeck@glbconcrete.com to help us get a head count. Call Chuck Bradley at 410-
596-2788 with any questions or if you are willing to help. 

Please note: The men will still be having their normal monthly Saturday breakfast on  

December 6th at 8 am. 

mailto:julie.wareheim@gmail.com
mailto:garybeck@glbconcrete.com
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Announcements/Events 
A Note About the Women's Fellowship Lunch in December 
Due to the Christmas Cookie Exchange/Cookie Tasting after the service on Sunday, December 
14th, the Women's Fellowship Lunch for December will be delayed slightly to allow all women to 
participate in both events if they choose. The Women's Fellowship Lunch at Alfeo's in 
Glyndon will begin at 12:00 noon on December 14th. 
 
Another Successful Season at First Fruits Farm 
Thank you to all the GUMC members who have gotten their hands dirty this summer and fall to 
help people in need. We are glad to report that all the produce that was grown at the farm this year 
has already been harvested! In fact, volunteers have picked one million more pounds of  
produce than last year.  Wow! 
If you have never been to First Fruits Farm before, you still have one more opportunity to visit and 
help this year. First Fruits Farm will hold a drive-thru live nativity called "Journey to Joy" on the 
evenings of December 19th, 20th, and 21st. They are looking for volunteers to help with this 
program in a variety of ways. Please contact Robin Krell at (443) 871-6389 
or rti.krell@gmail.com  for more details if you are interested in volunteering or attending this spe-
cial seasonal event. 

 

Workers Needed to Care for Children in the Cribbery 
Every Sunday during worship, our goal is to have someone staff the cribbery. Donna Little, who 
passed away early this year, was very dependable and took this job as her way to minister to the 
children of our church. Since Donna's passing, Ashley Silcott has undertaken this task and tried to 
find persons to help her out in this important area. As pastor of Glyndon, I invite you to seriously 
consider serving Glyndon Church in this way. Of course, if we have several people come forth, then 
the workload will be shared. If you are interested, you can text me at (410) 963-8618 or email me 
at garysjar@comcast.net. Thank you, Gary 

 
We Have a Task for You! 
We need a couple people who are willing to help prepare the communion elements for the first 
Sunday of each month on an alternating basis. This is usually done a day ahead and does not take 
much time. Call Chuck Bradley (410-596-2788) if you are willing to help. 

 
Prayer Request: Jan and Chuck Bradley's 16 year old granddaughter, Lauren Bradley, will be 
having open heart surgery on December 10th at the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota to repair a heart 
valve that her doctors have been monitoring since birth. She is the daughter of Scott Bradley and 
his wife Laine. They are flying out on December 7th and expect to be there for several weeks. Her 
sister Samantha will be flying out separately on the 9th to be there for the surgery. Their home ad-
dress is 13715 Harcum Road, Phoenix MD 21131. Please pray for a successful surgery and recupera-
tion, and safe travel for everyone.   

 
Please check GUMC’s Weekly Highlights for the latest info about upcoming meet-
ings, events, and possible cancellations.  Thanks! 

 
Office Hours: Clarice is normally in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:30-3:30 pm.  
During the holiday weeks, she will be in the office Dec 22, 23, 30, and 31 from 1:30-3:30. 

mailto:rti.krell@gmail.com
mailto:garysjar@comcast.net
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Zeenie & Dean Burns 

The Terraces at Westminster 

45 Washington Road,  Apt 221 

Westminster MD 21157 

410-967-2589  (C) 

 

Jackie Meixner 

FutureCare Cherrywood 

12020 Reisterstown Road 

Reisterstown MD 21136 

410-517-6530 

June Pearce 

410-804-6646 

Kathy Rittler 

3413 Buttonwood Court 

Reisterstown MD 21136 

410-239-8147 (H) 

  

   

Reach out and share God’s love through a card, call or visit.  

Challengers are mailed to these members each month. 

Stay Connected 
What’s up at Glyndon UMC? Our Mission is to: “Love. Pray. Serve.” 

 We offer several ways to keep you connected to learn about upcoming worship, fel-
lowship, and service ministries as well as special events for all ages. We encourage you to 
invite a friend or neighbor to join you. Here are some options for you to consider: 

• Worship with us on Sundays and read the bulletin insert with a calendar of activities for the 
week. 

• Check out our church website: glyndonumchurch.org . 

• Sign up for our church-wide email and receive Weekly Highlights every week. 

• If you sign up for emails, you will also receive our newsletter, The Challenger, the first of each 
month. It’s chock full of information on the month ahead plus “save-the-date” info on future 
events, new worship series, fellowship activities and service opportunities. 

• Follow us on Facebook and hear about what’s coming up and check out the pictures of our 
church family in action. 

• Check the bulletin boards in the church lobby and along the hallways to Dew Hall for flyers 
on church and community events, youth activities, and sign-up sheets. 

There is something for everyone—all ages, singles, couples, and families. 

Consider deepening your participation by joining one of our volunteer planning committees or 
leadership teams. Jan Bradley or our committee chairs can provide details to help you find a slot 
that matches your interests and to select something that will utilize your personal gifts for a more 
enjoyable experience. 

Visitation List 
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December 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 

1 

 

 

 

7p Missions 

2 

 

 

5:15p Ping-Pong 

7:00p Kiwanis 

 

3 

 
 

 

5:15p Pickleball 

 

4 

 

5 6 

8a Men’s 
   Breakfast  
    and     
  WWII  
    Museum  
     Tour 
 

7    

10a Vespers 

11:15a- 

     Refreshments 
 

8 

 

 

 

7p Trustees 

 
 

9 

 

 

 

5:15p Ping-Pong 

 

10 

 

 

 

5:15p Pickleball 

11 

 

11:30a  

  Franklin  

 Garden Club 

 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 7a Men’s Advent  

     Breakfast 

9a Choir Practice 

10a Worship  

11:15 a Cookie Exch. 

12:00 p Women’s  

  Lunch @ Alfeo’s 

15 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Kiwanis 

 

16 

 

 

 

5:15p Ping-Pong 

17
 

 

 

5:15p Pickleball 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

 

21 

9a Choir Practice 

10a Worship 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

5:15p Ping-Pong 

24 

 

7:00 pm 

Christmas  

Eve Service  

25 

Merry  

Christmas! 

 

 

26 

 

 

27 

 

28 

9a Choir Practice 

10a Worship 

 

29 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

5:15p Ping-Pong 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      


