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The Challenger  

 

 

Friends,  

 

     There are two types of time . . . chronological time and Kairos 

time. Chronological time comes from the word chronos.  This is 

time measured sequentially. When we look at our watches, we know the hour, the minutes, and 

the seconds. When we look at our calendars, we see the days, weeks, months, and years. This is 

chronological time. 

     Maybe some of you remember the movie, Groundhog Day, starring Bill Murray. Bill Murray 

plays a rude, egotistical TV reporter who is sent along with his crew, to Punxsutawney, Pennsylva-

nia to report on Groundhog Day. The premise of the movie is that Bill Murray’s character is forced 

to live Groundhog Day over and over again. At first, he lives it rather selfishly because he knows 

what will occur. But this gets old. At the end of the movie, he learns how to treat others with re-

spect and love, and not to manipulate them. He gets out of himself to think of others.  

     Well, we don’t get to live chronos time over and over again. But in the time we are given, we 

can be prepared for Kairos time, God’s time. Especially as the New Year begins, we have opportu-

nities to consider how we are using God’s time in the most effective way. “Time is not a commodi-

ty that can be stored for future use. It must be invested hour by hour, or else it is gone forev-

er.”   (Thomas Alva Edison)     

       As we begin this New Year of 2026, I am convinced that Glyndon church is full of devoted 

people and that together we can work together to prepare ourselves to embrace God’s time and 

God’s calling for this church and its ministry to the community.  

  

Grace and Peace, 

Gary  
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Announcements/Events 
First Sunday Fellowship 

Happy New Year GUMC! Sign up dates are available for winter/spring dates for First Sunday Fel-
lowship, with our first hosting opportunity on Sunday, January 4th.  Please consider a date to vol-
unteer as host- team up with a friend for a fun activity together to serve our church community with 
this special time of fellowship after the service on the first Sunday of each month. We also have an-
other team hosted opportunity for our April date for those who wish to participate but can't commit 
to full hosting duties.  Please see the link below for more information and to sign-up to volunteer. 
Contact Julie Romeo at romeoj73@gmail.com with any questions. Thank you to all of our volun-
teers!  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E49AAAB28AB9-first#/ 
 

Offerings: Please help keep things running by sending in your usual offering. You can 
send in your offering by mail to our P.O. box listed below. 

Glyndon UM Church 
P.O. Box 84 
Glyndon, MD 21071 
 Please note: We are phasing out the use of Vanco for electronic giving by 2027, since it 
comes with a fee that could be better used to support outreach activities. The finance committee 
can help share ways to give electronically through your bank to help the church avoid fees. 
 
Pledge Cards: Please remember to complete your pledge card for 2026 and return it to the 
church as soon as possible. If you plan to give, but cannot pledge, please note that on your 
card.  Pledges can be changed at any time as circumstances warrant. As 2025 comes to a close, 
please be sure to fulfill your pledge for this year. Thank you, as always, for your financial 
support. 
 

We Have Been Busy Lately! 
     There has been a lot happening at Glyndon Church during the season of Advent.  
- On November 30th, members and friends gathered for a lunch hosted by Steve and Martha 
(Harrison) Beckman to celebrate their recent wedding.  
- On December 7th, Glyndon UMC's children and youth presented their traditional Christmas 
Vespers Program. This year's program was called "The Christmas Lamb." As always, it was a truly 
meaningful and touching program and the young people of Glyndon did a great job. 
- On Friday, December 19th, the Elementary level students of the Glyndon Christian School pre-
sented their Christmas program entitled "The Night the World Changed." It was a wonderful pro-
gram presented with lots of energy and enthusiasm! 
- After a snow event on December 14th, members gathered for lots of activities 
on December 21st. Local men from several area churches enjoyed a hearty breakfast, a program, 
and fellowship; members and friends enjoyed Glyndon Church's first ever Christmas Cookie Ex-
change and Cooking Tasting; and members signed Christmas cards for our current (and two very 
recently graduated) students. Some women followed up the Cookie Exchange with their monthly 
Fellowship Lunch at Alfeo's Italian Kitchen in Glyndon. 
     Thank you to all the people who organized these various events and activities, and to all the peo-
ple who participated in or attended them! We know that this special season is a very busy time and 
we are glad that so many people were able to join us at Glyndon Church and Glyndon Christian 
School. 
 

Office Hours: Clarice is in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:30-3:30 pm.  

mailto:romeoj73@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E49AAAB28AB9-first#/
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Zeenie & Dean Burns 

The Terraces at Westminster 

45 Washington Road,  Apt 221 

Westminster MD 21157 

410-967-2589  (C) 

 

Jackie Meixner 

FutureCare Cherrywood 

12020 Reisterstown Road 

Reisterstown MD 21136 

410-517-6530 

June Pearce 

410-804-6646 

Kathy Rittler 

3413 Buttonwood Court 

Reisterstown MD 21136 

410-239-8147 (H) 

  

   

Reach out and share God’s love through a card, call or visit.  

Challengers are mailed to these members each month. 

Stay Connected 
What’s up at Glyndon UMC? Our Mission is to: “Love. Pray. Serve.” 

 We offer several ways to keep you connected to learn about upcoming worship, fel-
lowship, and service ministries as well as special events for all ages. We encourage you to 
invite a friend or neighbor to join you. Here are some options for you to consider: 

• Worship with us on Sundays and read the bulletin insert with a calendar of activities for the 
week. 

• Check out our church website: glyndonumchurch.org . 

• Sign up for our church-wide email and receive Weekly Highlights every week. 

• If you sign up for emails, you will also receive our newsletter, The Challenger, the first of each 
month. It’s chock full of information on the month ahead plus “save-the-date” info on future 
events, new worship series, fellowship activities and service opportunities. 

• Follow us on Facebook and hear about what’s coming up and check out the pictures of our 
church family in action. 

• Check the bulletin boards in the church lobby and along the hallways to Dew Hall for flyers 
on church and community events, youth activities, and sign-up sheets. 

There is something for everyone—all ages, singles, couples, and families. 

Consider deepening your participation by joining one of our volunteer planning committees or 
leadership teams. Jan Bradley or our committee chairs can provide details to help you find a slot 
that matches your interests and to select something that will utilize your personal gifts for a more 
enjoyable experience. 

Visitation List 
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January 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 3 

8a Men’s 
   Breakfast  
    
 

4 

10a Worship 

11:15a First 

    Sunday Fellowsh. 
 

5 

 

 

 

 
 

 

6 

 

 

 

5:15p Ping-Pong 

7:00 Kiwanis 

   

7 

 

 

 

5:15p Pickleball 

8 

 

11:30a  

  Franklin  

 Garden Club 

 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 9a Choir Practice 

10a Worship  

11:15a Steering   

   Committee 

11:15a  Women’s  

  Lunch @ Alfeo’s 

12 

 

 

7p Trustees 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

5:15p Ping-Pong 

14
 

 

 

5:15p Pickleball 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

17 

 

 

18 

9a Choir Practice 

10a Worship 

 

19 

 

 

7:00 pm Kiwanis 

 

 

20 
 

 

 

5:15p Ping-Pong 

21 

 

 

5:15p Pickleball 

 

22 

 

 

23 

 

 

24 

 

25 

9a Choir Practice 

10a Worship 

11:15a Church  

     Council 

 

26 

 

 

 

27 

 

 

5:15p Ping-Pong 

 

28 

 

 

5:15p Pickleball 

 

29 

 

30 

 

 

 

31 

 

 
      


