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Do you remember this joke?
It is crystal clear that Jesus does not want disciples who follow
him as the result of unexamined enthusiasm. There are many who
offer themselves who are like young men who wrote the following
love letter to his girlfriend: “My dearest darling, I love you more
than anything in the world. I would climb the highest mountain and
swim the widest ocean just to be at your side. I will see you Saturday
night if it does not rain. Love always, John.” Unexamined
enthusiasm is hollow and unacceptable. So, love should be
examined and proved by our actions.
From my previous sermon with the gospel of Matthew, I
emphasized that loving God should be proved by loving our
neighbors. It means that love should be proved by our tangible
action. In other words, somehow seemingly vague concept of love
should be revealed by our practical action.
In order to take practical action, we need to ask, talk, and share
to figure out what our needs are and what we can do. And we’ve
already started sharing our concerns and issues about the difficulties
of our church. Now, we open it to all our people in order to get some
wisdom and support.

Through our precious members’ testimonies, we once again have been reminded of how big of a part music
programs and ministries have been to our church, but they might be declined due to what we
have been going through.
Music has always been with us. It’s like a muscle in our body. It’s a must-have thing in our body, but if we
don’t take care of ourselves all the time, we can’t support ourselves when we’re sick or
have a bad immune system. And it may be too late by then.
Building up and maintaining muscles requires constant effort, attention, and
continuous practice. When we were able to gather and praise together, such
practices were easier than it is now. But now that we can’t, we’re not doing it
due to our current situations. And I am afraid that it follows the saying, “When
you get away from your eyes, you get away from your mind.”
It’s time for us to build up our music muscles again. The pride and strength
of our church, the music programs and ministries are in difficulty along with
other programs. We need your support for our church more than ever. There is
no doubt that we all love the church.

Then the question will now be, how you will prove it? It is only possible with our actions and practices.
Our church is in a rainy-day situation. We laughed as we heard a joke at the beginning of the
sermon. How about now? Can we still laugh at that joke? We may no longer be able to laugh at this joke if we
don’t commit again and take practical action for it.
Let’s prove our love for the Lord, our God, and our love for the church with our practical action!
Therefore, openly before the churches, show them the proof of your love and of our reason for boasting
about you. (2 Corinthians 8:24)
Blessings,
Pastor Dong Eun Lee

2021 Stewardship Update
The 2020 year has been difficult for Glyndon UMC. It has been a challenge on many levels and not the least
of these is financially. Our church has been struggling to navigate a changing congregation with changing needs
for as long as anyone can remember. The harsh reality is that we are not as big or as wealthy as we once were and
have to face tough questions about what our budget should look like. Even before the COVID-19 Pandemic, we
were struggling with these questions. In 2019 we worked as hard as we could to cut spending and solicit additional
donations to avoid cuts to salaries for 2020. And for the first two months of 2020 this looked like it was working.
But in March, everything changed. As the pandemic cancelled worship and gatherings and we all learned to adapt
to the new normal, giving dropped and our previous financial worries were thrown into sharp relief.
We got some relief from the Federal Payroll Protection Program (PPP) which covered two months of staff
salaries. But as the shutdowns stretched on long beyond those two months, it became obvious that a gutwrenching decision for reducing some staff members’ salaries would be unavoidable. An all-hands-on-deck
approach was taken to develop input for the 2021 budget. We assembled a joint committee of Church Council,
Finance Committee, and Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) in a mindful and respectful way on multiple
occasions to approach our dilemma with fairness and
justification for reductions that were going to be necessary. We
hope these changes will be temporary, but we are relying on your
offerings to get us back to normal.
Please prayerfully consider how you can support Glyndon
UMC in the coming year. We need your support to continue our
wonderful ministry to our members and community. Attached is
your pledge card for 2021. Please fill it in and drop it in the
offering plate or send it in via mail. There are a lot of different
categories to fill in that can be pretty confusing, to clear that up,
a description of each category is below.
• Operating: This is the general purpose church fund. We use it for everything from salaries to the church
picnic. If you just want to give “wherever it is needed”, this is the category you are looking for.
• Missions: This is the category used for the church’s work towards the transformation of the world.
Everything from backpacks for the homeless to church missionaries to the Hopi people.
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• Mortgage: The mortgage on our church building is our single biggest expense after payroll. Money from
this fund is used to make the monthly payments on the mortgage. Donating to this fund helps keep the
mortgage from being a burden on church operations
• Parsonage: Even though our church parsonage is currently vacant, it is in severe need of repairs if we are
going to have a future pastor living there. Donations to this fund will be used to make these repairs
•

Other: We have many other funds to which you can donate. If you have any questions, just ask!

Thank you for your support. More than 90% of our budget comes from offering from our congregation, so your
offering can really make a difference.

Reopening Well Task Force Update
Services in the sanctuary have returned! We have had about 20 people per service. If you
want to come, make sure to sign up!
Sign up online for each weekly service by visiting our website and clicking the link or
by going to http://glyndonumchurch.org/worship-rsvp This will help us keep within the
allowed building capacity.
We will be following all the CDC and Baltimore County guidelines for inside gatherings,
including keeping a register of participants, everyone wearing masks, using hand sanitizer, and keeping socially
distant. The guidelines of NO singing or responsive readings will also be followed.
We will be making adjustments as needed. We encourage any and all feedback on any of the services or
gatherings.
Thank you from your re-entry task force and hope to see you soon.

First Fruits Farm Celebration
An announcement from First Fruits Farm:
We have been incredibly blessed by the outpouring of amazing people who have
given their time to serve with us this growing season! We have harvested over
1,620,000 pounds of food in 2020 alone, all donated to those in need in Jesus' name.
Because of this unprecedented volunteer response, we have been able to
successfully end our harvest earlier than expected-praise God. We want to respect your
time and intention to volunteer for our harvest, please note that your scheduled
volunteer session for November 7th has been cancelled.
In lieu of volunteering, we would like to extend an invitation to you to join us instead for a welcome, a wagon
tour of the farm, an opportunity to explore our nature trails and barnyard, and to enjoy some light refreshments to
celebrate the end of the harvest, Saturday 11/7, 9-10:30a
Please contact Robin Krell 443-871-6389 if you will be joining in the celebration.
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Help Wanted
Resident Agent – We are in need of a Resident Agent to be registered as the person to
receive any legal notifications on behalf of the Church. If you can help, contact Robin
Krell.
Insurance Expert – We need someone with Insurance expertise to review our
coverages and make recommendations to make sure we are not over or under covered. If you can help, contact
Robin Krell.

Disinfectant Wipes Needed
Re-entering Well Task Force team is asking if our congregation is shopping and find Clorox type
disinfectant wipes if they would consider buying one to donate to the church so when we re-open we
will have the supplies needed to keep our building clean and safe for everyone. Be assured our
building will be clean and ready when the time is right to return, the additional wipes will help keep
us in supply.

Baltimore County Student Support Network
Drive Thru Give-Away
The Baltimore County Student Support Network continues to appreciate all the food donations from GUMC
which help our neighbors experiencing food insecurity, during this COVID pandemic. The volunteers of The
Student Support Network provide food and essential items every Friday morning. Distribution is accomplished
by weekly Drive Through Give A- Ways at Owings Mills High School. The weekly number of people receiving
food, ranges from 900 to 1500. For this month, up to November 12th, please donate the following food items:
Pasta, Pasta sauce (not in glass jars), Tuna fish cans, and cans of green beans. Drop off time will be
Wednesday, November 11th, between 6:30pm and 7:30pm at the church parking lot. If you have a key to the
church lobby, you may put them in the designated bin during the month.
Your food donations are taken every second Thursday of the month, to the former SRI shoe store warehouse,
where hundreds of bags are filled with food to provide nutritious meals for families. This bagging, in preparation
for the next day of distribution, is done every Thursday; it only takes an hour or so. Volunteers are always needed
and welcomed for Thursday at 4pm and Friday at
10am every week. Come join us when you can; it
makes you feel great!
Your gifts of food are greatly appreciated by both
the Network and the recipients of these donations.
The October GUMC food donations, delivered to
the Network warehouse totaled 64 boxes of pasta, 55
cans of pasta sauce, 70 tuna cans, 61 canned
veggies, 40 juice boxes, 12 applesauce cups and
many more other food products for this cause! See
what you gave, look at the photos attached. Many
thanks to all. For more information contact Chuck
and Jan Bradley.
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What is our Church Doing to Address Racial
Injustice?
The Church Conference, comprising a cluster of six local churches, was held virtually on October 24th. The
agenda included each church's responses to two questions posed by our District Superintendent, The Rev Dr. Ann
Laprade. As LayLeader, I was asked by our Pastor to respond to one of the questions. Please note, the response
was limited to only 1 minute and 30 seconds! Much more could have been included, if more time had been
allowed. Following is the question and my response:
"What is your church doing to address racial injustice?"
GUMC can and should do more to address racial injustice.
We have the example of the formation in 1969 of the Glyndon
Parish when Glyndon, St. Luke’s and Piney Grove UM Churches
came together in supportive mentoring for our two struggling black
churches at that time. We shared special worship services, and church
life groups together. This Parish relationship continued for about 10+
years. Even today, we enjoy the special bonds of interracial friendship
and mutual appreciation with these churches.
A few years ago, at Glyndon Church, a small discussion group was formed. It was called Building Safe Spaces,
designed to promote open dialogue about certain social, religious, and injustice concerns, including racial issues
and interactions. The participants valued these sessions. More on-going discussions about racism would promote
Glyndon’s work.
The diversity of our GUM Preschool and the joining together of all the multi-cultural, multi-racial Preschool
children and their families, can serve as a model for the Glyndon church community.
Currently, Glyndon Church is experiencing our first cross-cultural pastor, Pastor Dong Eun Lee. Her presence
with us, promotes opportunities for sharing our multiculturalism. There is growth in understanding and
appreciating another culture, as we all journey together in faith. This is a unique gift for us, given by God for the
discipleship of Jesus Christ.
Our own past and present experiences help to inspire and direct us, but we know in these times of urgency and
conflict, there must be a commitment from us at Glyndon, to seek justice, to do the work, to end racism, and to be
a fully inclusive and antiracist church.

Jan Bradley, Lay Leader for Glyndon UMC
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Member Highlight: Bob Rittler
Bob Rittler grew up in the church. His father was Presbyterian and his mother was
Roman Catholic. When he was young, he attended a small Roman Catholic church
in New Freedom, Pennsylvania with his mother, sister and brother. Bob went to
Sunday School, received his First Communion, was taught the Catechism of the
Catholic Church by a group of nuns from York, Pennsylvania, and participated in
religious education in the evening during Junior High and High School.
Bob studied Education and Physical Education at Towson State College (now
Towson University) and received his B.S. degree in 1966. Bob met Kathy in 1968
when they were both teaching Physical Education at Dumbarton Middle School in
Towson. Bob and Kathy were married at Glyndon Church on November 21, 1970.
The ceremony was officiated by both a Catholic priest and a Methodist pastor. For a
year and a half after they were married, Bob and Kathy regularly attended services
at both Glyndon Church and Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church in Glyndon. In fact, their two sons, Andy and
Matt were baptized in both Methodist and Roman Catholic churches. Soon after that, Bob and Kathy became “full
time” members of Glyndon Church and their daughter, Megan, was baptized Methodist. All three children
attended Sunday School and Youth Group at GUMC when they were young. Megan was married at Glyndon
Church in 2009. Their children have moved away but Bob and Kathy have been at Glyndon Church ever since.
Over the years, Bob has served Glyndon Church in many different roles. Bob has served as a liturgist and as
liturgist coordinator for about 25 years and has been a Lay Member to Annual Conference for 10 years. He has
served as the Chairperson of the Staff Parish Relations Committee as well as the Missions Committee, the CoChair of the Men’s Advent Communion Breakfast, and a mentor for GUMC confirmands. He has participated in
Men’s Bible Studies, Adult Sunday School, and Baltimore County Christian Work Camp projects. This year, he
has agreed to serve as the Chairperson of the Missions Committee once again.
Bob’s favorite things about Glyndon Church are the beauty of the church building and the “smallness of the
church”. He says that the smaller size of our church family has allowed him to know more people and develop
more friendships.
Even though he is now retired, Bob stays busy. He is an avid gardener and he enjoys working outside,
particularly in his vegetable garden. Bob also enjoys gathering with friends, exercising at Brick Bodies in
Reisterstown, listening to music, reading, and participating in a community Bible Study group.
Bob and Kathy’s son, Andy, and his family live in Hurst, Texas, north of Dallas/Fort Worth. Their son, Matt,
and his family live in Monrovia, Maryland, near Frederick. Their daughter, Megan, and her family live west of
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Bob and Kathy are now the proud grandparents of seven grandchildren, four boys and
three girls. The youngest, Megan’s daughter, Ava, was just born on August 21, 2020. Bob and Kathy look forward
to meeting Ava in person soon.
Thank you, Bob, for your faithful service to Glyndon Church over the years and Happy 50th Anniversary to
you and Kathy!
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Visitation List
Reach out and share God’s love through a card, call or visit.
(Always call ahead first to set up a time to visit)
Ethel Mays
2115 Kimrick Place
Lutherville, MD 21093
410-252-2265

Jackie Meixner
FutureCare Cherrywood
12020 Reisterstown Road
Reisterstown, MD 21136
410-517-6530

June Pearce
53 Timber Ridge Drive
Westminster, MD 21157
410-804-6646

Phyllis Rudolph
1840 Reisterstown Rd, Unit 156
Pikesville, MD 21208
410-486-4194

Dora Sabo
205 St. Mark Way, Apt. 314
Westminster, MD 21158
410-876-1749

Jim Sheedy
Best Care Assisted Living
639 Main St.
Reisterstown, MD 21136

Peggy Sindall
Broadmead, 237 Hallowell
13801 York Rd
Cockeysville, MD 21030
443-578-8399
Challengers are mailed to these members each month

Stay Connected
What’s Up at Glyndon UMC? Our Mission is to: “Love. Pray. Serve.”
We offer several ways to keep you connected to learn about upcoming worship,
fellowship, and service ministries as well as special events for all ages. We
encourage you to invite a friend or neighbor to join you. Here’s some options for
you to consider:
•
•
•
•

Worship with us on Sundays and read the bulletin insert with a calendar of activities for the week
Check out our church website: glyndonumchurch.org.
Sign up for our church-wide email and receive Friday News & Highlights every week.
If you sign up for emails, you will also receive our newsletter, The Challenger, the first of each month.
It’s chock full of information on the month ahead plus “save-the-date” information on future events, new
worship series, fellowship activities and service opportunities.
• Follow us on Facebook and hear about what’s coming up and check out the pictures of our church family
in action.
• Check the bulletin boards in the church lobby and along the hallways to Dew Hall for flyers on church
and community events, youth activities, and sign-up sheets.
There is something for everyone – all ages, singles, couples, and families.
Consider deepening your participation by joining one of our volunteer planning committees or leadership
teams. Jan Bradley or our committee chairs can provide details to help you find a slot that matches your interests
and to select something that will utilize your personal gifts for a more enjoyable experience.
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November 2020
Sunday
1
10a Worship (Please
RSVP)

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

2

3

4

5

Friday
6

7p Missions

Saturday
7
9a First Fruits Farm
Celebration

Election Day

8
10a Worship (Please
RSVP)

9

10

7p Trustees

11

12

13

14

6:30-7:30p BCSSN
Drop-off

Veteran’s Day

15
10a Worship (Please
RSVP)

16

17

18

19

20

21

24

25

26

27

28

7p Finance

22

23

10a Worship (Please
RSVP)

7p Church Council

Thanksgiving

29

30

10a Worship (Please
RSVP)
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Please Help Us Recover from COVID-19

Glyndon United Methodist Church

2021 Pledge Card

Name: _________________________________

The 2020 year has been difficult for Glyndon
UMC. Our church has been struggling to navigate
a changing congregation with changing needs for
as long as anyone can remember. Even before the
COVID-19 Pandemic, we were struggling with
these the best way to balance our budget. As the
pandemic cancelled worship and gatherings
giving dropped and our previous financial worries
were thrown into sharp relief.
Please prayerfully consider how you can
support Glyndon UMC in the coming year. We
need your support to continue our wonderful
ministry to our members and community.

We pledge that we will give:
Operating $

Address: _______________________________

Missions $

_______________________________

Mortgage $

Phone: _________________________________
Email: __________________________________
☐ Contact me about giving electronically

Each of you should give as you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)

Parsonage $
Other: ___________________ $
☐ Weekly

☐ Monthly

☐ Other: ______________________

Signed: ____________________________________

