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Personally, what I was deeply touched by last December and
meditated was Hebrews 11-12.
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings
so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of
the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)

So, I kept looking at the message in the Hebrews and began
studying this short scripture. Hebrews is one of the most arguable
books in the New Testament. That is not because of some unknown
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5 information about this book; such as the writer, recipients, church
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6 location, and etc. But it seems too radical and brings so strong
message to the readers. Basically, the message itself proclaimed that
‘there is no second chance for the believers.’ It is not about ‘the faithful believers will not sin again’, but it means
that ‘once the Christians betray Jesus, then the person will not be forgiven away.’
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It is so strong, and hard to understand. So, the early protestant leader, Martin Luther felt very uncomfortable
and put this scripture at the end of his German translation because the main ground of the Protestant church was
Sola gratia (only grace, people can be saved through only GRACE!!). They thought people can be forgiven
whenever they come back to the Lord!!!
Then why does the Hebrews show the strong messages inside? That’s because of the upcoming severe
persecution. The church members in the Hebrews were exposed to severe persecution. The harsh punishment and
even martyrdom were coming to the early community. Thus, the writer of this letter, strongly encouraged the
members, saying, “let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith.”
No one asks for ‘sacrifice’ for what they believe, today. I have read an article about the movie, ‘Silence’. Then
the article says, ‘This movie, ‘Silence’ may struggle to find an audience.’ Yes. Maybe it is not the right time to say
‘sacrifice’ ‘devotion’ for our Christ.
But I hope, this year, our faithful congregation, Glyndon families
can find the deepest value in Christ. Then we will know the real
meaning of ‘DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE FAITH.’ Let’s run the race
until we see the face of Jesus. God Bless you!
Blessings,
Pastor Dong Eun Lee

With The Promise of Eternal Life
We remember Randolph (Randy) Wilson Roberts, 74, of Owings Mills, MD who
passed away at home on December 19, 2020. Randy was born on October 8, 1946 in
Clarks Green, PA and . The dash between his birth and death was so full of life,
meaning, and blessings. How is yours? Throughout his life, his belief in God and
Jesus his Savior comforted him and gave him peace.
Randy loved his family the most, including his wife Ava, his children Gwendolyn
and Ryan, and wife Breonna, and grandchildren Isabel, Rosie, and Clark. He now
joins his parents S. Tracy and Alecia Frances Sullivan Roberts in heaven.
Professor Roberts called himself the Ecumenical Educator because of his love of teaching and learning. He
was well loved in return by all of his students. Mr. Roberts received several science teaching awards over the
years. He has degrees in Biology, Geo Sciences, Science Teaching, Counseling, and Health/Wellness (CAS).
His teaching career began in Baltimore County Public Schools (Sciences) 1968-1989; Science Chairman of
Home and Hospital School (BCPS) 1989-2004; and Community College of Baltimore County (CCBC: Health
and Wellness, Anatomy, Nutrition, Human Biology) 2004-2017. Throughout his professional life, Mr. Roberts
was also faculty at: Medix/Fortis (Surgical and Radiological Tech), Hannah More School, Spring Grove Juvenile
Detention Center, Beth Tfiloh Orthodox Jewish School, Talmudical Academy, Sheppard Pratt, Loyola, McDaniel,
Towson, and all CCBC campuses. He held memberships in national organizations: SHAPE, ACSM, AAUP.
Randy founded “Building Children” (Ed. consulting), “Tax Assistance, Ltd.,” and “Wellness Advocates.” His
interests included church activities, gardening, travel, nutrition/fitness, investing, outside activities, and playing
in bands in high school, college, and ensembles.
In addition to his family and faith, another important foundation of Randy’s life was Scouting (Eagle Scout,
1963)—and he tried to follow the basic tenants of the Scout Oath and Law, beginning with his Cub Scout days.
A memorial service to celebrate his life will be held in several months when it is safer for people to congregate
in the church.
Arrangements are by the ECKHARDT FUNERAL CHAPEL, P.A., Owings Mills, MD

Help Wanted
Resident Agent – We are in need of a Resident Agent to be registered as the person to
receive any legal notifications on behalf of the Church. If you can help, contact Robin
Krell.
Insurance Expert – We need someone with Insurance expertise to review our
coverages and make recommendations to make sure we are not over or under covered. If you can help, contact
Robin Krell.
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Balto. Co. Student Support Network
GUMC has provided significant food donations for eight months for the weekly Student Support Network
Food Drive- By at Owings Mills High School. The Network began the program two months prior to GUMC’s
involvement. The GUMC donations have been combined with other contributions, from local farmers,
community groups, other churches, private agencies, grocery stores, local businesses, and Baltimore Co.
Government funds. As the pandemic continues, so does the great need to help local families receive food. Since
March 2020, three County distribution sites located at Parkville High School, Owings Mills High School and
Loch Raven Technical School, have distributed over $2.4 million dollars of food and essential supplies to our
neighbors in need. This was only possible by the support of Baltimore County Government and hundreds of
donors, like Glyndon UMC!
The Student Support Network (including the generous GUMC donations), provided special Thanksgiving food
items along with chickens and turkeys to 210 cars, serving 349 families, totaling 1554 people (of which 706 were
children). The Network provided two Christmas food distributions to these families on Dec. 22 and on Dec. 29th.
The count of all the people served on these two Tuesdays was not available in time for our Challenger deadline.
However, based on previous food distributions, the December numbers would be like the November figure,
indicating again, that a large amount of people received food and personal care items. We are happy to report that
the food donated on Dec. 15 at GUMC, filled 43 bags, each bag holding all 6 of the requested items, plus many
additional quantities of some of the items. Look at these numbers for the December GUMC collection of food:
Green Beans 100 cans, Pasta 60 boxes, Pasta Sauce 57 cans/jars, Tuna Fish 48 cans, Fruit 48 cans, Cooking Oil
29 bottles! Many thanks for your on-going, gracious support in this mission endeavor.
As of now , there will NOT be a food collection for the month of
January. The current leaders of the Student Support Network in this part
of the County must stop at the end of December. However, the need to
provide food remains great. The food distribution will continue, but with
a shift in leadership. The Food Drive -By organized by the Owings Mills
High School Student Support Network is transitioning to a new leader,
who will be continuing this vital mission of addressing the local problem
of food deprivation, hunger, and poverty. Details will be forthcoming
shortly, regarding food collections at GUMC, once new Network
leadership is established.

Disinfectant Wipes Needed
Re-entering Well Task Force team is asking if our congregation is shopping and find Clorox type
disinfectant wipes if they would consider buying one to donate to the church so when we re-open we
will have the supplies needed to keep our building clean and safe for everyone. Be assured our
building will be clean and ready when the time is right to return, the additional wipes will help keep
us in supply.
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Finance Minute: Stewardship
A Natural Expression of Thankfulness
One of the characteristics in thinking about stewardship is that it is an example of acknowledgement. One’s
practice of it means becoming a difference-maker in how goes the world. It could even be said that we have fully
arrived once we have recognized our capacity to make a positive impact on the world; that we know we can do
so and should want to act on it accordingly. Otherwise, expecting only to be served by the world or having things
done for us is to remain childlike - Innocent perhaps, but then not fully blooming into the agent God expected us
to become. Becoming a steward for what improves, builds upon and preserves the world is an anticipated
fulfillment of our participation in and appreciator of life. It is within the giving back to
others in the world that we are known by God and embraced in Creation.
And since sin is a relationship breaking down activity, our awareness of how
intimately we are related to the rest of the world practically begs us to reaffirm
such bonds by preserving and bettering them. Genesis did not go that far in
spelling out how it is we are to care for our environment, but I believe it was
intimated in the phrase referencing ‘dominion’ over animals and our
environment. Personally I take that to mean judicious and respectful directing of
our resources in bettering the world. Not the misuse of gifts for selfish ends.
Much of the rest of the Bible deals with the importance of our relationships with each other within and through
God's grace. This is one of the crucial stewardships expressed - caring for one another, because we have, with
God's blessings, the greatest potential to preserve and encourage that which is constantly being recreated in our
world. It takes time, talent, effort, and frankly money for us to offer ourselves into this effort. But it is one in which
all of us can truly play a part. As we so commit and participate, we are simultaneously acknowledging and
thanking God, while drawing ourselves closer into loving relationships. The church's efforts have been and
continue to be a key conduit for us achieving this.
Allen Wroe

Reopening Well Task Force Update
Services in the sanctuary have returned! We have had about 20 people per service. If you
want to come, make sure to sign up!
Sign up online for each weekly service by visiting our website and clicking the link or
by going to http://glyndonumchurch.org/worship-rsvp This will help us keep within the
allowed building capacity.
We will be following all the CDC and Baltimore County guidelines for inside gatherings,
including keeping a register of participants, everyone wearing masks, using hand sanitizer, and keeping socially
distant. The guidelines of NO singing or responsive readings will also be followed.
We will be making adjustments as needed. We encourage any and all feedback on any of the services or
gatherings.
Thank you from your re-entry task force and hope to see you soon.
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Visitation List
Reach out and share God’s love through a card, call or visit.
(Always call ahead first to set up a time to visit)
Ethel Mays
2115 Kimrick Place
Lutherville, MD 21093
410-252-2265

Jackie Meixner
FutureCare Cherrywood
12020 Reisterstown Road
Reisterstown, MD 21136
410-517-6530

June Pearce
53 Timber Ridge Drive
Westminster, MD 21157
410-804-6646

Phyllis Rudolph
1840 Reisterstown Rd, Unit 156
Pikesville, MD 21208

Dora Sabo
205 St. Mark Way, Apt. 314
Westminster, MD 21158
410-876-1749

Jim Sheedy
Best Care Assisted Living
639 Main St.
Reisterstown, MD 21136

Peggy Sindall
Broadmead, 237 Hallowell
13801 York Rd
Cockeysville, MD 21030
443-578-8399
Challengers are mailed to these members each month

Stay Connected
What’s Up at Glyndon UMC? Our Mission is to: “Love. Pray. Serve.”
We offer several ways to keep you connected to learn about upcoming worship,
fellowship, and service ministries as well as special events for all ages. We
encourage you to invite a friend or neighbor to join you. Here’s some options for
you to consider:
•
•
•
•

Worship with us on Sundays and read the bulletin insert with a calendar of activities for the week
Check out our church website: glyndonumchurch.org.
Sign up for our church-wide email and receive Friday News & Highlights every week.
If you sign up for emails, you will also receive our newsletter, The Challenger, the first of each month.
It’s chock full of information on the month ahead plus “save-the-date” information on future events, new
worship series, fellowship activities and service opportunities.
• Follow us on Facebook and hear about what’s coming up and check out the pictures of our church family
in action.
• Check the bulletin boards in the church lobby and along the hallways to Dew Hall for flyers on church
and community events, youth activities, and sign-up sheets.
There is something for everyone – all ages, singles, couples, and families.
Consider deepening your participation by joining one of our volunteer planning committees or leadership
teams. Jan Bradley or our committee chairs can provide details to help you find a slot that matches your interests
and to select something that will utilize your personal gifts for a more enjoyable experience.
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January 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

New Years’ Day

3
10a Worship (Please
RSVP)

10
10a Worship (Please
RSVP)

17
10a Worship (Please
RSVP)

4

5

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30

7p Missions

11
7p Trustees

18
7p Finance

MLK Day

24

25

10a Worship (Please
RSVP)

7p Church Council

31
10a Worship (Please
RSVP)
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