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You’d better watch out since
you never know when it’s
going to happen
The Lord Jesus Christ whom we exalt at Christmas is not just a
baby in a manger. He is not a character in a children's story. He is far
more.
The first time he came, he came veiled in the form of a child. The
next time he arrives, and we believe it to be soon, he will come
unveiled, and it will be abundantly and immediately clear to all the
world just who he really is.
The first time he came, a star marked his arrival. The next time
he comes, the whole heavens will roll up like a scroll, and all the
stars will fall out of the sky, and he himself will light it.

The first time he came, wise men and shepherds brought him
gifts. The next time he comes, he will bring gifts, rewards for his
own. The first time he came, there was no room for him. The next
time he comes, the whole world will not be able to contain His glory.
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The first time he came, only a few attended his arrival—some shepherds and some wise men. The next time
he comes, every eye shall see him.
The first time he came as a baby. Soon he will come as Sovereign King and Lord.
As excitement for the Christmas season begins, we should also ask ourselves, “Whom are you waiting for?
What are you looking for? Are you surely in joy for baby Jesus’ coming to this world? Are you also having hope
that Jesus Christ will come into your life?
We are living in-between times of baby Jesus’ arrival and Jesus Christ’s second coming. Then, what should we
do while waiting for Jesus’ return, which no one knows when? We may not fully experience the kingdom of God
in our earthly life, but we are able to foretaste the kingdom of grace in our present time.
We are seeking the kingdom of grace coming soon. The
Kingdom of Grace begins in a new heart of the believers. When
people encountered God’s grace, they knew that the seed of God had
been planted already in our hearts. It’s the beginning through which
the people of God can experience the work of God’s kingdom. Then
it should be grown day by day by God’s grace and the faithful gather
of people to expand the kingdom of God in this earthly life.
In this season of Advent, I invite you to think of what you want

to do for the kingdom of grace. There is a holy duty from us during this in-between time while we are waiting for
Jesus Christ’s glorious return.
Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. It’s like a man going away: He leaves
his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep
watch. (Mark 13:33)
Blessings,
Pastor Dong Eun Lee

Advent Gatherings
We have missed having opportunities to see and visit with many of our church friends
during the pandemic. Please join us for reflection, prayer, sharing, and fun at four upcoming
gatherings during Advent.
Wednesday, December 1st at 1 p.m. in Dew Hall - "Preparing for Jesus" (Make your own
Origami ornament.)
Wednesday, December 8th at 1 p.m. in Dew Hall - "Comfort" (Help make fleece blankets
for those in need.)
Sunday, December 12th after the service in Dew Hall - "Connections" (Make your own
wrapping paper and bows.)
Sunday, December 19th after the service in Dew Hall - "Reflections on a Life of Tennis"
We hope you will make time to join us for one or more of these gatherings! We look forward to seeing you.

Vespers
The children and youth of GUMC are busy preparing for GUMC's
annual Vespers program which will take place Sunday, December 5th
during the worship service at 10 a.m. A gathering will follow in Dew Hall.
Please join with other members of the GUMC family as we enjoy this
meaningful program and opportunity for fellowship. Please note: Due to
COVID restrictions, we are asking that families not bring food items from
home. Food and beverages will be provided.

Return of Coffee Hour
Coffee Hour is back!! As we make our way closer to ’normal’, we’re excited
to announce a return to a limited, monthly Coffee Hour starting in January on the
first Sunday of each month. Please join us for First Sunday Fellowship where we
can enjoy time to visit with one another following the service. Volunteers are
needed to host. A new sign-up board will be posted in the entryway in December,
along with updated instructions and Covid-safe guidelines for our gatherings.
Please contact Julie Romeo at romeo586@comcast.net with any questions or
suggestions. Dates for First Sunday Fellowship are as follows: January 2nd,
February 6th, March 6th, April 3rd, May 1st and June 5th.
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Journey to Joy at First Fruit Farms
First Fruit Farms invites you to experience the story of Jesus’ birth with a drivethrough, live Nativity experience here at the Farm!
Arrive any time December 17-19 from 6-8pm each night and follow the tour,
guided by our downloadable audio track or accessible on YouTube (links to come)
No reservations required.

Picnic Donations
We have been asked how people can help with the food for events since we are not doing pot
lucks yet. We will gladly take donations toward food for the picnic and, when the time comes,
Vespers. Please mark your money for picnic, Vespers or food. Thank you for your support.

Support a Local Family in Need
Please help GUMC support a local family in need this Christmas. This year we have a family who could
use our help. The father was in the military and he has been having mental health issues since he returned home.
The mother has left with the children for their safety and she is starting out on her own. Right now, they have a
tiny one-bedroom apartment, and she is working while going back to school and taking care of two small children.
She is unaware that we will be supporting them.
The children are 9 months and 2 years old. 12-18month and 2T for clothing sizes. Both boys. Diaper sizes are
3 and 5 or 6.
They could really use diapers, wipes, snack foods, grocery store cards(they have a Weis and Wegmans near
them). They could use clothing(she took only what she could fit in a few tubs).
I know the boys would LOVE a few toys but please remember the place they found is
small so there is not a ton of room. Walmart and Target are close to her house. She does
have a car so gas cards would also be wonderful.
There will be a tub in the lobby to place items in for this family
starting November 21st and we will collect until December 12th.
Please place gift cards in an envelope marked Holiday Family and
place them in the black mailbox outside the office. Please send a
quick email to lauraoneto@yahoo.com if you leave a gift card so
I know to check the mailbox.
Help this family feel God's love through us!
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Visitation List
Reach out and share God’s love through a card, call or visit.
(Always call ahead first to set up a time to visit)
Jackie Meixner
FutureCare Cherrywood
12020 Reisterstown Road
Reisterstown, MD 21136
410-517-6530

June Pearce
53 Timber Ridge Drive
Westminster, MD 21157
410-804-6646

Dora Sabo
250 St. Luke Circle, #506
Westminster, MD 21158
(443) 605-1204

Phyllis Rudolph
1840 Reisterstown Road, Memory
Care Unit
Pikesville, MD 21208

Peggy Sindall
Broadmead, 237 Hallowell
13801 York Rd
Cockeysville, MD 21030
443-578-8399

Challengers are mailed to these members each month

Stay Connected
What’s Up at Glyndon UMC? Our Mission is to: “Love. Pray. Serve.”
We offer several ways to keep you connected to learn about upcoming worship,
fellowship, and service ministries as well as special events for all ages. We
encourage you to invite a friend or neighbor to join you. Here’s some options for
you to consider:
•
•
•
•

Worship with us on Sundays and read the bulletin insert with a calendar of activities for the week
Check out our church website: glyndonumchurch.org.
Sign up for our church-wide email and receive Friday News & Highlights every week.
If you sign up for emails, you will also receive our newsletter, The Challenger, the first of each month.
It’s chock full of information on the month ahead plus “save-the-date” information on future events, new
worship series, fellowship activities and service opportunities.
• Follow us on Facebook and hear about what’s coming up and check out the pictures of our church family
in action.
• Check the bulletin boards in the church lobby and along the hallways to Dew Hall for flyers on church
and community events, youth activities, and sign-up sheets.
There is something for everyone – all ages, singles, couples, and families.
Consider deepening your participation by joining one of our volunteer planning committees or leadership
teams. Jan Bradley or our committee chairs can provide details to help you find a slot that matches your interests
and to select something that will utilize your personal gifts for a more enjoyable experience.
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December 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
1

2

Friday
3

1p Advent Gathering
“Preparing for
Jesus”

5

6

7

10a Worship – Vespers 7p Missions

12
10a Worship

13

8

Saturday
4
8a Men’s Breakfast

9

10

11

17

18

24

25

1p Advent Gathering
“Comfort”

14

15

16

21

22

23

7p Trustees

11a Advent Gathering
“Connections”

19

20

10a Worship

7p Christmas Eve
Services

11a Advent Gathering
“Reflection on a
life of Tennis”

Christmas Eve

26

27

28

29

30

Christmas Day

31

10a Worship

New Year’s Eve
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